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Update

If you haven’t become part of the Blanket Brigade, you are missing a
wonderful opportunity to give back to the community! You have
another chance to participate in our third official Blanket Brigade Work
Night scheduled for Thursday evening, July 27th at 5:30 p.m. at the
office of Hayes, Berry, White & Vanzant.
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Members who wish to participate and become a part of the Blanket
Brigade are asked to donate or solicit donations of materials or funds
for their own project. You are also welcome to work on your own
individual project at home in your spare time. Either way, the summer
months are a great time to purchase fleece while it is on sale and
make a contribution to this worthy cause. Please see the instruction
sheet on our website which contains material specifications for Friends
of the Family, and suggestions regarding the best type of material for a
no-sew project.
Please email Pam at psnavely@hbwvlaw.com by Monday of that week
if you will attend the BBWN so that we can make plans for sufficient
work space. If you have prepared a blanket in your leisure time at
home that you plan to donate to our collection, please bring it to the
next CLE Luncheon or drop it off at Hayes, Berry, White & Vanzant.
We must have all blankets in hand by September 21st.
This is a great outreach that will offer an extra bit of warmth, comfort,
and security to kids who find themselves in difficult circumstances.
Thank you for helping us make a difference for them!
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Fortunata PNO
Submitted by President, Pamela Snavely, ACP

We had a great time on our Paralegal Night Out at Fortunata Winery in June! It was a lovely
setting, similar to a rustic villa in Tuscany. Everyone enjoyed the chance to relax with wonderful
food, wine, and music on a beautiful, breezy evening. Thanks to all who joined in the fun!
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Fortunata PNO Con’t
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The Verdict
2017 Officers

Pamela Snavely, President
psnavely@hbwvlaw.com
Daphina Park, President-Elect
Daphina.Park@dentoncounty.com
Martha Gallegos,
Secretary/Parliamentarian
Martha.gallegos@dentoncounty.com
Lisa Pittman, Treasurer
lpittman@hbwvlaw.com
Heather Walker, Historian
heather.walker@dentoncounty.com
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Meeting Notice
The Denton County Paralegal Association’s next Luncheon will be on
Thursday, July 20, 2017 at noon at Oakmont Country Club, 1200
Clubhouse Drive, Corinth, Texas.
The all-inclusive cost of lunch is $14.00 payable when you sign in. We
cannot accept debit or credit cards, or make change, so please bring the
exact amount of cash or a check made payable to DCPA. You can also
pay online prior to the meeting at www.dentonparalegals.org.

Did you know…
RESERVATIONS ARE REQUIRED and can be made via e-mail to Lisa
Pittman at lpittman@hbwvlaw.com. The deadline to RSVP is July 18,
2017 by noon for your attendance and whether you will purchase
lunch. That will help Oakmont ensure the hot buffet is freshly
prepared and ready shortly after you arrive for the meeting.

2017 Committee Chairs
CLE, Deborah Nyarangi
Deborah@bowen-law.com
Fundraising, Daphina Park
daphina.park@dentoncounty.com
Legal Directory, Cheryl Cooper
ccooper@dentonlaw.com
Membership, Vicki Schmidt
vicki.dcpa@gmail.com

Notice: We must notify Oakmont of the number attending prior to
the meeting for preparation of food and adequate seating
arrangements. Please note we are also required to bill those
individuals who make reservations to purchase lunch and do not
attend.

Directions to Oakmont
Oakmont Country Club is located in Corinth off I-35 East between
Lewisville and Denton.

Newsletter, Lisa Pittman
lpittman@hbwvlaw.com



Exit 461 – Shady Grove Road/Post Oak Drive

Social, open



Turn west onto Post Oak Drive



Turn right (west) onto Robinson Road at stop sign



Turn left (south) onto Oakmont Drive – you will see an Oakmont
sign in the median



Turn right into Clubhouse Drive (second right)

Scholarship, Jenna Earhart
jearhart@hbwvlaw.com

Upcoming CLE Events:
August 17, 2017 - Family Law CLE (Grandparent's Rights)
September 21, 2017 – Litigation CLE (Veteran’s Court)
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AGENDA FOR MEETING
Date:
Place:

Time:

July 20, 2017
Oakmont Country Club
1200 Clubhouse Drive
Corinth, Texas 76210
Noon

1. Welcome Members and Guests
2. Speaker:
Melissa Woodward – King of North Texas Litigation Support will present “The Art
of Process Service”
3. Old Business
a.
b.

Approve June Minutes
Approve June Treasurer’s Report

4. New Business
5. Announcements
 Martha Gallegos – Ad Hoc Committee for Judge’s Plaque
 Sunnie Palmer - Ad Hoc Committee for Bylaws and Standing Rules
 Vicki Schmidt - Membership Drive Contest Stats
 Jenna Earhart – TBLS Deadline and Scholarship Information
 Blanket Brigade Work Night Scheduled
6. Door Prize
7. Adjournment

The Verdict

Page 6 of 17

CLE GUEST SPEAKER
Our July Luncheon and CLE will be held at noon on
July 20, 2017, at Oakmont Country Club in Corinth.
Our Guest Speaker will be Melissa Woodward-King.
Melissa is a partner at North Texas Litigation Support
and marketing director for the Legal Support Guide.
She has over ten years of experience serving the legal
community across Texas. Melissa also has a strong
background in public speaking. She has given
presentation at colleges, events and conferences on a
wide variety of topics. Melissa topic will teach you the
Art of Process Serving previously covered at Brigham Young University. If you
never thought of process serving as an art, you will!
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President’s Message
By: Pamela Snavely, ACP

YEARS OF DCPA!
In 1991, a handful of local paralegals launched the Greater Denton Legal Assistants
Association, to promote the professional development of paralegals in the Denton area. Marge
McAuliffe, Melinda Cobb, Gloria Porter, Michelle Beecher, Christine Piott, Rose Marie Chavez
and Carolyn Ganzer were among the original charter members whose united effort brought about
the GDLAA. This group had a clear idea of what the volunteer non-profit association should be: a
community of professionals offering support to one another and establishing an educational
basis.
Blueprint for Excellence
The founding members talked with numerous paralegals and attorneys regarding their
interest, commitment, advocacy, and expectations, to develop plans specific to the Denton legal
community. They had benefit of the example set ten years prior by the Legal Assistants Division
of the State Bar of Texas, distinguished as the first such division created by any State Bar
Association in the country. Marge served as District 12 Director for the PD in ’89-‘90, and
obtained valuable insight into the procedures, processes, and benefits of that system.
The charter group met in the Lawyers Building on the square to determine the rules
members would follow and to outline its structure in the Bylaws, such as membership criteria,
duties of officers, election process, and committee functions. Standing Rules were developed for
administration of day to day operations and activities. The charter group rallied support from
Denton attorneys who volunteered their time and expertise to speak at legal seminars, and
assembled partners in the community to promote the paralegal profession.
Membership & Meetings
Once the association was officially established, officers were elected, committees were
formed, and membership numbers gradually increased.
Membership benefits included
substantive legal education, networking with fellow paralegals, establishing connections within
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President’s Message Con’t
the legal field, and building relationships within the community, which still holds true today. When
membership numbers grew from a handful to a roomful, a dedicated meeting place became
necessary to ensure adequate space and continuity. After trying several different sites in Denton,
including Johnny Carino’s and El Guappo’s, the monthly membership meeting was relocated to
Oakmont Country Club in Corinth. Oakmont offered a private meeting room, competitive pricing,
audio/visual equipment for presentations, and equal access to paralegals working outside the city
limits in the burgeoning area south of Denton.
Lending a Helping Hand
Community outreach has been a central theme of the association, with fundraisers held to
assist the non-profit agencies that we support. The association has shared its proceeds from
silent auctions, cookie gram sales, and bingo night earnings with the Denton County Children’s
Advocacy Center and Denton County Friends of the Family on many occasions. DCPA members
have also had a positive impact on the community through participation in food drives, school
supply collections, holiday toy drives, provision of legal skills to assist the Denton County Bar
Association’s Wills for Heroes program, and our current project to provide hand-made blankets
for children sheltered at Friends of the Family.
Keeping Our Edge
In 2005, the State Bar officially recognized the legal assistant as a paralegal, and the
association changed its name to the Denton County Paralegal Association. In mid-2005,
continuing legal education began to be offered at various monthly membership meetings during
the course of the year. An annual seminar was also added to assist members in obtaining the
CLE hours necessary to maintain active membership in the association. An educational
scholarship was added to membership benefits to help offset expenses for paralegals seeking
certification credentials. In 2007, the association participated in the Texas Alliance of Paralegal
Associations (TAPA) leadership conference to exchange ideas regarding the development of the
paralegal profession and continues to attend each year.
The monthly newsletter that began circulation as a handout was transformed by desktop
publishing, graphics, and the utilization of email communications. In 2008, the association
realized the dream of launching its own website, designed and maintained by an outside
professional. By 2014, upgraded software provided DCPA officers with the ability to become
their own designers and administrators of the website, and also allowed members to keep their
own personal information updated. Online membership renewals were available for the first time
this year, which greatly streamlined the renewal process. In addition to the website, DCPA
promoted visibility through its Facebook Page, Twitter Account, and recently redesigned LinkedIn
Group Page.
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President’s Message Con’t
Qualified members received encouragement to run for office to provide different skill sets,
experience, and perspective to the Executive Board each election. Volunteers found support to
serve as Committee Chairs in their area of interest and rotate among members to bring new
energy and ideas to programs. Since its inception, the associations’ Bylaws and Standing Rules
have been updated every several years as needed to keep up with changing times, membership
growth, technological advancements, community needs, and educational resources requisite to
the paralegal profession. Active members vote on any changes that may be recommended by an
Ad Hoc Committee after thorough review and discussion. Voting members have always had a
voice in making changes that allow our organization to advance and maintain relevance in the
dynamic legal arena.
Maintaining Values
While some things may have changed over the years, there are those that remain
constant. DCPA maintains adoption of the State Bar Paralegal Division’s Code of Ethics and
Professional Responsibility as a guideline for professional conduct. The charter members’ vision
to establish a local association to promote the professional objectives and goals of paralegals in
Denton County, Texas still holds strong. The mission to encourage, promote, and conduct
programs of continuing legal education and professional development continues to be of
paramount importance.
The commitment to promote high standards of integrity and
professionalism for paralegals is as relevant today as it was over twenty-five years ago.
Pioneers & Progress
The founding members that developed this association set the cornerstone and are to be
commended for their initiative and vision. Those who followed in their footsteps are lauded for
their accomplishments in building upon that foundation, and helping shape the structure that
stands today. Many thanks are extended to all those who contributed to the development of the
association and were a significant part of DCPA’s past.
The association has worked hard to earn its reputation for high standards and respect of
the Denton County legal community. Trailblazers of tomorrow have the opportunity to uphold
DCPA's legacy and elevate the paralegal profession to new heights in the coming years. We
seek the next generation of leaders who possess vision, character, commitment and heart to
become an integral part of DCPA's future!

“What lies behind us and what lies before us
are small matters compared to what lies within us.”
Ralph Waldo Emerson
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Birthdays
Our members with August Birthdays are:
LaKesha Bell (8/3)
Landra Turner (8/3)
Melissa Boyd (8/5)
Beverly Rezadad (8/7)
Margie Mohr (8/11)
Billie Ivey (8/17)
Birthdays
Michele George (8/22)
Janene Koiner (8/23)
Hope each of you will have a Happy Birthday!

2017 TAPS – Registration Is Open!
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Membership Drive Contest – Update
Submitted by Vicki Schmidt, Membership Chair

You still have the chance to participate in our Membership Drive
Contest! DCPA Members receive points for bringing a person eligible for
membership to the monthly luncheons (5 points), for joining the
association (10 points), and for attending events and activities with you
(2 points).
The Contest Award is: Date Night! Our worthy award winner will
receive a $100.00 Gift Certificate for dinner and drinks at Hannah’s, plus
two tickets to the Campus Theatre Production “Big Fish” scheduled for
October. The Membership Drive Contest runs to 9/21 so there are
several opportunities to pull ahead of the competition! Time is running
out, so get in the game and invite your favorite paralegal to attend a CLE
luncheon as your guest. The winner will be announced at our September
21st meeting!
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2016 Legal Directory
By: Cheryl Cooper, Committee Chair

The 2016 Legal Directory Committee of the Denton County Paralegal Association is pleased to
report that we have published our Denton County Legal Directory.
We are providing two options for the directory this year: a bound hard copy of the directory, as
well as a digital copy of the directory that is on a flash drive. This is the first time in the history of
DCPA that we have offered a digital copy of the directory and we are very pleased at the way
they turned out.
If you, or someone you know, would like to purchase one of these directories, please contact
Cheryl Cooper at ccooper@dentonlaw.com; Work (940) 891-0003; or Cell (979) 277-8761.
Digital directory - $15.00 ($2.50 Shipping Fee)
Bound directory - $22.00 ($4.50 Shipping Fee)
Both directories - $35.00 ($6.50 Shipping Fee).
If you prefer to pick up a copy at no additional cost, you may do so at Alagood Cartwright Burke
P.C., 319 W. Oak Street, Denton, Texas, 76201, with advance notice.
Checks should be made payable to Denton County Paralegal Association and either handdelivered or mailed to our address.
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Support Our Sustaining Members
Please help support our Sustaining Members by calling them when you have a project
that needs outside support. Remember it is through their continued support and
generosity that DCPA is able to provide social events at a low cost.

Stewart Process Service, Inc.
Bruce G. Stewart
110 Sheraton Place
Denton, Texas 76209
Phone: 940-367-4643
Fax: 940-484-0999
Email – stewartprocess@verizon.net

County Process Service
Fred Bowles
159 Sunny Side Lane
Valley View, Texas 76272
Phone: 940-390-0914
Fax: 940-484-6054
Email – fbowles@ntin.net

Stoffels & Associates, Inc.
Janel M. Stoffels
207 W. Hickory, Suite 304
Denton, Texas 76201
Phone: 940-565-9797
Fax: 940-565-9197
Email – jmstoffels@aol.com

File & ServeXpress
Jesse Guerrero
500 E. John Carpenter Fwy
Irving, Texas 75062
Phone: 972-893-6691
Fax: 888-529-7587
Email – jguerrero@fileandserve.com

